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Unit 1 

Compare/Contrast Writing 

What Is Comparison and Contrast? 

When you buy something — for example, an air conditioner, a car, a hair drier, or a computer — you often 

comparison-shop, looking at various models to determine how they are alike and how they are different. 

Eventually, you decide which one you want to buy. In other words, you compare and contrast. When you 

compare, you look at how two things are similar. When you contrast, you look at how they are different. 

 

Comparison-and-contrast paragraphs can examine just similarities, just differences, or both. When you write a 

comparison-and-contrast paragraph, keep the following guidelines in mind: 

■ A comparison-and-contrast paragraph should begin with a topic sentence that tells readers whether the 

paragraph is going to discuss similarities or differences. The topic sentence should also make clear the focus of the 

comparison (for example, “Toni Morrison and Maya Angelou have similar ideas about race and society” or “My 

parents and I have different ideas about success”). 

■ A comparison-and-contrast paragraph should discuss the same or similar points for both subjects, one by one. 

Points should be arranged in logical order—for example, from least important to most important. 

■ A comparison-and-contrast paragraph should end with a concluding statement that reinforces the main point of 

the comparison. 

There are two kinds of comparison-and-contrast paragraphs: subject-by-subject comparisons and point-by-point 

comparisons. 

Subject-by-Subject Comparisons 

In a subject-by-subject comparison, you divide your comparison into two parts and discuss one subject at a time. 

In the first part of the paragraph, you discuss all your points about one subject. Then, in the second part, you 

discuss all your points about the other subject, comparing it to the first. (In each part of the paragraph, you discuss 

the points in the same order.)  

A subject-by-subject comparison is best for short paragraphs in which you do not discuss too many points. Because 

readers are not asked to remember a great many points, they will have little difficulty keeping track of the 

comparison as they read. 

A subject-by-subject comparison generally has the following structure. 
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The writer of the following paragraph uses a subject-by-subject comparison to compare two places to eat on 

campus. 

 

Read the paragraph above and complete the outline below. 
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Point-by-Point Comparisons 

When you write a point-by-point comparison, you discuss a point about one subject and then discuss the 

same point for the second subject. You use this alternating pattern throughout the paragraph. 

A point-by-point comparison is a better strategy for paragraphs in which you discuss many points. It is 

also a better choice if the points you are discussing are technical or complicated. Because you compare 

the two subjects one point at a time, readers will able to see each point of comparison before moving on 

to the next point. 

A point-by-point comparison generally has the following structure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the following paragraph, the writer uses a point-by-point-comparison to compare baseball and 

football. 
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Read the paragraph above and complete the outline below. 
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Read the paragraph above and answer the questions below. 
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A summary 

Exercise 

Write a compare/contrast paragraph on one of the topic s below. Use block method or point-by-

point method. 

1- Two popular television personalities or radio talk-show hosts 
2- Two cars you could consider buying 
3-  Living in the city versus living in the country (or in a small town)  
4-  Watching YouTube videos versus reading 

5- A topic of your choice 

______________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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From Paragraph to Essay 

 

 



Composition2                                                                            Prof. Chibi 2020/21 

 

8 
 

A- Compare the paragraph with the essay. What do you conclude? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

B- Read the essay above and answer the questions below. 

Organisation of a Comparison Essay 
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         Deciding which of these two methods of organization to use is largely a personal choice, though 

there are several factors to consider. The one-side-at-a-time method/block method tends to convey a 

more unified feeling because it highlights broad similarities and differences. It is, therefore, an effective 

approach for subjects that are fairly uncomplicated. This strategy also works well when essays are brief; 

the reader won‟t find it difficult to remember what has been said about subject A when reading about 

subject B. 

          Because the point-by-point method permits more extensive coverage of similarities and 

differences, it is often a wise choice when subjects are complex. This pattern is also useful for lengthy 

essays because readers would probably find it difficult to remember, let‟s say, ten pages of information 

about subject A while reading the next ten pages about subject B. The point-by-point approach, however, 

may cause readers to lose sight of the broader picture, so remember to keep them focused on your central 

point. 
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Outlining 
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Study the essay below 
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1. How many paragraphs are there in the essay? 

   _______________________________________________________________________ 
 
2. What are they? 
      ________________________________________________________________________________
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Read the essay above and complete the outline with the appropriate information 
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Connectors in context 
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Read the student essay below and circle the appropriate connector in each set of parentheses. 
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Further Practice  
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Brainstorming and Planning  

 

Use the chart below to brainstorm a list of information about your topic. 
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Outlining  

Drafting+revising+editing+proofreading+ writing the final version 
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Unit 2- Cause Effect Writing: 1- The Paragraph 

 
 

 

A-Read the two paragraphs and answer the following question 

1-Which paragraph focuses on causes, and which one focuses on 

effects? _______________________________________________ 

 

Read the paragraph above and complete the outline below. 

Cause1________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Cause2_______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

Cause3_______________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________ 

B-Read the paragraph above and complete the outline below 

Effect1+supporting details______________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Effect2+supporting details___________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Effect 3+supporting details ___________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Cause/Effect Essay 

     Cause and effect essay is another common pattern of essay organization. In a cause/effect essay, 

you discuss the causes (reasons) for something, the effects (results), or both causes and effects. You 

might use cause/effect organization to answer typical test questions such as these: 
Education: Explain the decline in reading ability among schoolchildren. 

Environment: Discuss the effects of global warming on the environment. 

History: Discuss the causes of the U.S. Civil War. 

Psychology: Explain the causes and effects of the "Stockholm syndrome." 

   In a focus-on-effects essay, you would write about the threatened habitat of polar bears as a result of 

global warming and the melting of large parts of the Arctic Circle. Your essay might include five 

paragraphs and look like this: 

 

      In a focus-on-causes essay, you would write about the causes of global warming, such as 

 could essay this for organization the case, this In atmosphere. The in dioxide carbon excessive 

have five paragraphs and look like this: 
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Organization for Cause/Effect Order 

      You can organize a cause/effect essay in two main ways: "block" organization and "chain" 

organization. In block organization, you first discuss all the causes as a block (in one, two, three, or more 

paragraphs, depending on the number of causes). Then you discuss all the effects together as a block. You 

can discuss either causes or effects first. Of course, you can also discuss only causes or only effects. 

 Block Organization 

         In block organization, a short paragraph often separates one major section from another major 

section. This paragraph is called a transition paragraph. Its purpose is to conclude one section and 

introduce another section. You do not always have to write a transition paragraph, but it is helpful when 

your topic is long and complex. For example, an essay about global warming might include several 

paragraphs about the causes and several paragraphs about the effects, with a transition paragraph between 

the two blocks. 

      Essays that discuss mainly (or only) causes or mainly (or only) effects might have a transition 

paragraph between blocks of different kinds of causes or between blocks of different kinds of effects. For 

example, you might use a transition paragraph to separate the personal effects of our increased life 

expectancy from its many effects on the economy. In short, a block-style cause/effect essay could have 

many different patterns. Some possibilities are shown below. 

Chain Organization 

In this pattern, causes and effects are linked to each other in a chain. One event causes a second 

event, which in turn causes a third event, which in turn causes a fourth event, and so on. Each new cause 

and its effect are links in a chain. Depending on the complexity of the ideas in each link, you can devote 

an entire paragraph to one link, or you may include several links in one paragraph, or you may describe 

the entire chain in one paragraph. Chain organization usually works better than block organization when 

the causes and effects are too closely linked to be separated. Notice the chain pattern in the diagram and 

example below. 
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Conclusion 

The type of cause/effect organization you choose depends on your topic. 

• A chain pattern is usually easier if the causes and effects are very closely interrelated. You might use a 

chain pattern to write about the causes of a particular disease or phenomenon in nature such as a 

thunderstorm or a rainbow. 

• The block pattern is usually easier with larger, complex topics such as global warming or homelessness. 

• Sometimes you will want to use a combination of block and chain organization. Therefore, it is possible 

to can use block organization in some paragraphs and chain organization in others. 

 

hp
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From paragraph to essay 
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Paragraph Structure versus Essay Structure in practice 

Paragph Structure 

Essay Structure 
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Block Organization 
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Writing Technique Questions 
1. Is the topic of this essay primarily the causes or the effects of shyness? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Which paragraph(s) discuss(es) the causes? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Which paragraph(s) discuss(es) the effects? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. What two subtopics are named in the thesis statement? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

5. Which paragraph(s) discuss(es) the first subtopic? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Which paragraph(s) discuss(es) the second subtopic? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

7. What is the function of paragraph 3? 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

8. Which pattern (A, B, C, or D) does the model follow? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fill in the boxes to show the block organizational pattern of the essay. Write in the topic of each 

paragraph and tell whether it is a cause or an effect. The first two boxes have been filled in for you.
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Chain organization 

 
Writing Technique Questions 
1. Which paragraph contains the chain of causes and effects? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. What is the effect of decreased sunlight in winter? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What other change results from a decrease in the amount of sunlight? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What is the final result? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



Composition2                                                                            Prof. Chibi 2020/21 

 

38 
 

Fill in the boxes to complete the flowchart, which illustrates the cause/effect chain described in the 

model essay "SAD." 

 

 
 

The type of cause/effect organization you choose depends on your topic. 

• A chain pattern is usually easier if the causes and effects are very closely interrelated. You might use a 

chain pattern to write about the causes of a particular disease or phenomenon in nature such as a 

thunderstorm or a rainbow. 

• The block pattern is usually easier with larger, complex topics such as global warming or homelessness. 

• Sometimes you will want to use a combination of block and chain organization. The model essay on 

shyness uses block organization, but in paragraphs 4, 5, and 6, you will find chain organization. 
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Essay Outline & Organization 

Effect Essay 

Reading 
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Exercise: Read the essay above and complete the task below.  

1- Circle the hook. 

2- Underline the background information. 

3- Highlight the thesis statement. 

4- Circle the topic sentence in each paragraph. 

5- Underline the first idea+development in each body paragraph. 

6- Underline the clincher in the conclusion. 

7- What type of clincher is that? 

_____________________________________________________________ 

8- How are the introduction and the conclusion similar? 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________ 
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Cause Essay 

Exercise1: Read the essay and answer the question below. 

According to the writer, what factors lead to success in college? 
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Exercise: Read the essay above and answer the questions in full answer  

 

Exercise 

Read the essay above and complete the outline   
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Practice 
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Read each important vocabulary word or phrase. Locate it in the essay if you need help 

remembering the word or phrase. Ten circle the best synonym, antonym, or collocation from 

column A, B, or C.  
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Fill in the gaps with the appropriate word from the box above. Use the correct form. 

1- His contract ______________ him from discussing his work with anyone outside the company. 

2- They ______________  her to take the job by promising editorial freedom. 

3- The under-18s ______________  nearly 25% of the town's population. 

4- She is suing the company on ______________ of unfair dismissal. 

5- You should try to ______________  your ambitions and be more realistic. 

6- The current structure does not ______________  efficient work flow. 

7- Falling export rates have ______________  (on) the country's economy quite considerably. 

8- Covid-19 is a disease which ______________  mainly older people. 

9- The economy is regarded as the decisive/key ______________  which will determine the outcome 

of the general election. 

10- The government's reputation has already been _________________ by a series of scandals. 

11- Reducing speed limits has_________________ to fewer deaths on the roads. 



Composition2                                                                            Prof. Chibi 2020/21 

 

48 
 

Grammar for Writing 

Consistent verb tense Usage 

Good writers are careful to use the same verb tense throughout an essay. While it is true that an essay may 

have, for example, some information about the past and some information about the present, most of the 

information will be about one time, most likely either past or present. Do not change verb tenses without 

a specifc reason for doing so. 

 

Read the texts and choose the appropriate answer 



Composition2                                                                            Prof. Chibi 2020/21 

 

49 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



Composition2                                                                            Prof. Chibi 2020/21 

 

50 
 

 

 



Composition2                                                                            Prof. Chibi 2020/21 

 

51 
 

Editing 
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Practice 

The author of the following essay favors the program. As you read, look for the reasons she gives 

for supporting the wolves' return. The model essay at the beginning of this chapter focused on causes, but 

this essay focuses on effects: What were the effects of the wolves' absence? What are the effects of the 

wolves' return? 
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A reminder 

These are the important points you should have learned from this chapter. 
1. Cause/effect organization is a common pattern in academic writing to write about causes (or reasons) 

and effects (or results). 

2. There are two common cause/effect patterns of organization. 

• In block organization, the causes (or reasons) are grouped together in one block, and the effects (or 

results) are grouped together in another block. 

There may be a transition paragraph between blocks. 

• In chain organization, the causes and effects are too closely linked to be separated. One cause leads to 

an effect, which is the cause of the next effect. 

3. Use a variety of cause/effect signal words to help your reader follow your 

ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steps in Cause and Effect 

Essay 
 

 

 How to do the steps 

■Support your thesis 

statement. 

 

■The major support for a cause 

and effect essay consists of the 

explanations of the causes or 

effects. 

 

1- List the most important causes and effects of the event or situation mentioned in 

your thesis. 

 

2- For each cause or effect, give an example and details about how it caused or 

resulted from the event or situation. 

 

3- Add other causes or effects that you think of, and delete any that are weak or 

won‟t make sense to your readers. 

 

Make a plan. 

 

 Make a plan or an outline that presents your causes or effects according to order of 

importance or some other logical order. 

Write a draft 

 

■Write an introduction that includes your thesis statement. 

 

■Write topic sentences for each paragraph, and give detailed 

examples or explanations of the cause or effect that you are 

presenting in that paragraph. 

■Write a concluding paragraph that makes an observation 

about the topic and its causes or effects, based on the points 

you have made in your essay. 

 

Revise your draft. 

 

■Ask another person to read and comment on your draft. 

 ■ See if your thesis statement and introduction could be clearer or more interesting 

to your readers. 

■Reread the body of your essay to make sure the causes or effects really have 

caused the topic or resulted from it. 

■Reread your conclusion to make sure it reinforces your main 

point. 

■Add transitions to connect your ideas. 

■Make at least five changes to your draft to improve unity, support, or coherence. 

■Check to make sure the draft follows the four basics of good 

cause and effect. 

   

 

 Edit your draft. 

 

■ Use the spell checker and grammar checker on your 

computer, but also reread your essay carefully to catch any 

errors. 

■ Look for errors in grammar, spelling, and punctuation. Focus 

first on fragments, run-ons, subject-verb agreement, verb 

problems, and other areas where you often make mistakes. 

■ Ask yourself: Is this the best I can do? 
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Complete the outline below and write your essay. 
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Unit 3- Argumentative/Persuasive Writing 
What is an argument? 

When most people hear the word argument, they think of the heated exchanges on television interview 

programs. These discussions, however, are more like shouting matches than arguments. True argument 

involves taking a well-thought-out position on a debatable topic — a topic about which reasonable 

people may disagree (for example, “Should intelligent design be taught in high school classrooms?” or 

“Should teenagers who commit felonies be tried as adults?”). 

In an argument paragraph, your purpose is to persuade readers that your position has merit. You 

attempt to convince people of the strength of your ideas not by shouting but by presenting evidence — 

facts and examples. In the process, you address opposing ideas, and if they are strong, you acknowledge 

their strengths. If your evidence is solid and your logic is sound, you will present a convincing argument. 

 

An argument paragraph should begin with a topic sentence that states your position. Using words like 

should, should not, or ought to in your topic sentence will make your position clear to readers. 
The federal government should lower the tax on gasoline. 

The city should not build a new sports stadium. 

■ An argument paragraph should present points that support the topic sentence. For example, if your 

purpose is to argue in favor of placing warning labels on unhealthy snack foods, you should give several 

reasons why this policy should be instituted. 

■ An argument paragraph should support each point with evidence (facts and examples). 

■ An argument paragraph should address and refute (argue against) opposing arguments. By showing 

that an opponent‟s arguments are weak or inaccurate, you strengthen your own position. 

■ An argument paragraph should end with a strong concluding statement that summarizes the main idea 

of the paragraph. 
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The following paragraph argues in favour of an emergency notification system for college students. 

 Read and complete the outline below. 
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Read the paragraph above and answer the questions below. 
1. Underline the topic sentence of the paragraph. 

2. What issue is the subject of the paragraph? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

monitoring employees‟ computer use 

3. What is the writer‟s position? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Employers should not routinely monitor the computer use of their employees. 

4. What specific points does the writer use to support his topic sentence? 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

      ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. List some of the evidence (facts and examples) that the writer uses to support his points.  

     ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

    _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

     ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

       6. What other evidence could the writer have used? 
  _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

   _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

   _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

   _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What opposing argument does the writer address? 

T_______________________________________________________________________________________he 

employer pays for the computers and for the employees‟ time. 

8. How does the writer address this argument? 

H_______________________________________________________________________________________e 

points out the fact that workers need downtime. 

9. Circle the transitional words and phrases the writer uses to move readers through his argument. 

10. Underline the paragraph‟s concluding statement. 
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Writing an Argument Paragraph 

Peter was asked to write an argument paragraph on a topic that interested him. Because he was 

taking a course in computer ethics, he decided to write about an issue that had been discussed in class: the 

way employers have recently begun searching social networking sites, such as MySpace, to find 

information about job applicants. 

Peter had already formed an opinion about this issue, and he knew something about the topic. For this 

reason, he was able to write a topic sentence right away. 

Employers should not use social networking sites to find information about job applicants. 

1-Peter then listed the following ideas that he could use to support his topic sentence. 

Social networking sites should be private  

People exaggerate on social networking sites 

Stuff meant to be funny 

No one warns applicant 

Need email address to register 

Expect limited audience 

Employers can misinterpret what they find 

Employers going where they don‟t belong 

Not an accurate picture 

Not fair 

Not meant to be seen by job recruiters 

2-Peter then arranged his ideas into an informal outline. 

Social networking sites should be private 

Need email address to register 

Expect limited audience 

Employers going where they don‟t belong 

People exaggerate on social networking sites 

Stuff meant to be funny 

Not meant to be seen by job recruiters 

No one warns applicant 

Employers can misinterpret what they find 

Not an accurate picture 

Not fair

3-Once Peter finished his informal outline, he tried to think of possible arguments against his position 

because he knew he would have to consider and refute these opposing arguments in his paragraph. He 

came up with two possible arguments against his position. 

1. Employers should be able to find out as much as they can. 

2. Applicants have only themselves to blame. 

4- Phillip then wrote the following draft of his paragraph. 

Employers should not use social networking sites to find information about job applicants. 
For one thing, social networking sites should be private. By visiting these sites, employers are 
going where they do not belong. People also exaggerate on social networking sites. They say 
things that are not true, and they put things on the sites they would not want job recruiters to see. 
No one ever tells applicants that recruiters search these sites, so they feel safe posting all kinds of 
material. Employers can misinterpret what they read. Employers and recruiters need to get as 
much information as they can. They should not use unfair ways to get this information. Applicants 
have only themselves to blame for their problems. They need to be more careful about what they 
put up online. This is true, but most applicants don’t know that employers will search social 
networking sites. 

5- After finishing his draft, Phillip scheduled a conference with his instructor. Together, they went over 

his paragraph and decided that Peter needed to make the following changes. 

■ He needed to make his topic sentence more specific and more forceful. 

■ He needed to add more supporting evidence (facts and examples) to his discussion. For example, what 

social networking sites is he talking about? Which ones are restricted? How do employers gain access to 

these sites? 

■ He needed to delete irrelevant discussion blaming job applicants for the problem. 

■ He needed to add transitional words and phrases to clearly identify the points he is making in support of 
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his argument and also to identify the two opposing arguments he discusses and refutes. 

■ He needed to add a strong concluding statement to sum up his argument. 

6- After making these changes, Phillip revised and edited his paragraph. Here is his final draft. 

 

Now, you are ready to write an argument paragraph. Choose your own topic. Then, on a separate sheet of 

paper, use one or more of the strategies described in the exercise above to help you focus on a specific issue 

to discuss in an argument paragraph. 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Argumentative/Persuasive Essay 

An argumentative essay is an essay in which you agree or disagree with an issue, using 

reasons to support your opinion. Your goal is to convince your reader that your opinion is right. 

Argumentation is a popular kind of essay question because it forces students to think on their own: 

They have to take a stand on an issue, support their stand with solid reasons, and support their 

reasons with solid evidence. 

What is unique about an argumentative essay is that you do not just give reasons to support your 

point of view. You must also discuss the other side‟s reasons and then rebut them. (Rebut means to point 

out problems with the other side's reasons to prove that they are not good reasons.) We do this because we 

want readers to know that we have considered all sides of the issue. When we show that we are 

reasonable and open-minded, readers are more likely to listen to our point of view. 

An argument essay can be organized inductively or deductively. Inductive reasoning, the more 

common type of reasoning, moves from a set of specific examples to a general statement. In doing so, the 

writer makes an inductive leap from the evidence to the generalization. For example, after examining 

enrollment statistics, we can conclude that students do not like to take courses offered early in the 

morning or late in the afternoon. This is the kind of thinking scientists use when they examine evidence 

(the results of experiments, for example) and then draw a conclusion: 

“Smoking increases the risk of cancer.” 

           With inductive reasoning, the conclusion reached can serve as the proposition for an 

argumentation-persuasion essay. If the paper advances a course of action, the proposition often mentions 

the action, signaling an essay with a distinctly persuasive purpose. 

Let‟s suppose that you‟re writing a paper about a crime wave in the small town where you live. You 

might use inductive thinking to structure the essay‟s argument: 

Several people were mugged last month while shopping in the center of town. (Evidence) 

Several homes and apartments were burglarized in the past few weeks. (Evidence) 

Several cars were stolen from people’s driveways over the weekend. (Evidence) 

The police force hasn’t adequately protected town residents. (Conclusion, or proposition, for an 

argumentation essay with probable elements of persuasion) 

The police force should take steps to upgrade its protection of town residents. 

(Conclusion, or proposition, for an argumentation essay with a clearly persuasive intent) 

Deductive reasoning, in contrast, moves from a general statement to a specific conclusion. It 

works on the model of the syllogism, a three-part argument that consists of a major premise, a minor 

premise, and a conclusion, as in the following example: 
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a. All women are mortal. (Major premise) 

b. Jeanne is a woman. (Minor premise) 

c. Jeanne is mortal. (Conclusion) 

A syllogism will fail to work if either of the premises is untrue: 

a. All living creatures are mammals. (Major premise) 

b. A butterfly is a living creature. (Minor premise) 

c. A butterfly is a mammal. (Conclusion) 

The problem is immediately apparent. The major premise is false: many living creatures are not 

mammals, and a butterfly happens to be one of the nonmammals. Consequently, the conclusion is invalid. 

Before you present your argument, think about whether your readers are likely to be hostile 

toward, neutral toward, or in agreement with your position. Once you understand your audience, you can 

decide which points to make in support of your argument.  

                        Structure of Argument/Persuasion 
           Arguments are structured around the evidence or reasons the writer presents to prove the opinion. 

Each supporting sentence or paragraph develops one main point used to support the opinion expressed in 

the topic sentence or thesis. 

There are several ways to organize an argumentative essay.  You can, for instance, use a block 

pattern or a point-by-point pattern or other patterns. 

Patterns A 

Block Pattern and a Point-by-Point Pattern of Argument Essay  

Block Pattern Point-by-point pattern 

I.Introduction 

 Explanation of the issue. 

 Thesis statement 

II. Body 

      Block.1 

A. Summary of other side's arguments 

B. Rebuttal to the first argument 

C. Rebuttal to the second argument 

D. Rebuttal to the third argument 

        Block.2 

E. Your first argument 

F. Your second argument 

G. Your third argument 

 

III. Conclusion 

May include a summary of your point of view 

I.Introduction 

Explanation of the issue, including a summary of the 

other side's arguments. 

 Thesis statement 

 

II. Body 

A. Statement of the other side's first argument and 

rebuttal with your own counterargument  

B.  B. Statement of the other side's second argument 

and rebuttal with your own counterargument 

C.  C. Statement of the other side's third argument 

and rebuttal with your own counterargument 

           

III. Conclusion 

May include a summary of your point of view 
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Patterns B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patterns C 

 

 

 

Pattern one: 

 Present your supporting arguments, then address 

counterarguments, and conclude with the strongest 

argument. 

Pattern two:  

Address the arguments and counterarguments point by 

point. 

Introduction: question, concern, or claim Introduction: question, concern, or claim 

Body  

1. Strong argument-supporting claim 

 •Discussion and support. 

2. Other argument-supporting claims: 

 •Discussion of and support for each argument. 

3. Objections,concerns, and counterarguments 

  • Discussion, concessions, answers, and rebuttals. 

4. Strongest argument-supporting claim 

 • Discussion and support 

 

Body  

1. Strong argument-supporting claim 

•Discussion and support. 

• Counterarguments, concessions, and    rebuttals 

2. Other argument-supporting claims: 

• For each argument, discussion and support 

• For each argument, counterarguments, concessions, 

and rebuttals 

3. Strongest argument-supporting claim 

 • Discussion and support 

 • Counterarguments, concessions, and rebuttals 

Conclusion: argument consolidated—claim reinforced Conclusion:  argument consolidated—claim reinforced 

1 2 3 

Thesis 

Body paragraph 1: you present 

your first point and its supporting 

evidence 

 

Body paragraph 2: you present 

your second point and its 

supporting evidence 

 

Body paragraph 3: you refute 

your opposition‟s first point 

 

Body paragraph 4: you refute 

your opposition‟s second point 

Conclusion 

 

Thesis 

Body paragraph 1: you refute 

your opposition‟s first point 

 

Body paragraph 2: you refute 

your opposition‟s second point 

 

Body paragraph 3: you present 

your first point and its supporting 

evidence 

 

Body paragraph 4: you present 

your second point and its 

supporting evidence 

Conclusion 

 

Thesis 

Body paragraph 1: you present 

your first point and its supporting 

evidence, which also refutes one 

of your opposition‟s claims 

 

Body paragraph 2: you present 

a second point and its supporting 

evidence, which also refutes a 

second opposition claim 

 

Body paragraph 3: you present 

a third point and its supporting 

evidence, which also refutes a 

third opposition claim 

Conclusion 
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Pattern D: Combination 

I. Introduction (paragraph 1) 
            A-Hook 
            B- Connecting information 
            C- Thesis statement 
II. Body 
        Paragraph 2 (the writer’s first pro-argument one) topic sentence .Three supporting details 
        Paragraph 3 (the writer’s second pro-argument one) topic sentence .Three supporting details 
        Paragraph 4 (the writer’s second pro-argument one) topic sentence .Three supporting details 
        Paragraph 5 (the counter-argument and refutation) 
           A-Counter-argument 
           B- Refutation 
III- Coclusion (paragraph 6) 
           A- Rrestated thesis 
           B- Opinion 

 
In other words, you can organize your essay in a variety of ways as long as your paper is logical 

and clear. Study your Pro-and-Con Sheet and then decide which organization best presents the arguments 

and counter-arguments you want to include. Try sketching out your essay following each of the patterns; 

look carefully to see which pattern (or variation of one of the patterns) seems to put forward your 

particular material most persuasively, with the least repetition or confusion. Sometimes your essay‟s 

material will clearly fall into a particular pattern of organization, so your choice will be easy. 

More often, however, you will have to arrange and rearrange your ideas and counterarguments until you 

see the best approach. Don‟t be discouraged if you decide to change patterns after you haveve begun a 

rough draft; what matters is finding the most effective way to persuade the reader to your side. If no 

organizational pattern seems to fit at first, ask yourself which of your points or counter-arguments is the 

strongest or most important. Try putting that point in one of the two most emphatic places: either first or 

last. Sometimes your most important discussion will lead the way to your other points and, consequently, 

should be introduced first; perhaps more often, effective writers and speakers build up to their strongest 

point, presenting it last as the climax of their argument. Again, the choice depends on your material itself, 

though it‟s rare that you would want to bury your strongest point in the middle of your essay. 

Point to Consider before Writing an Argument Essay 
■ Make sure your topic calls for argument. 

■ Find ideas to write about. 

■ Decide on the position you will support, and write a thesis statement that clearly expresses this position. 

■ Take Account of Your Audience.  

■ List points in support of your thesis. 

■ Arrange your points in an effective order. 

■ Support each point with evidence. 

■ Consider arguments against your position. 

■ Avoid Faulty Reasoning 

■ Draft your essay. 

■ Revise your essay. 

■ Edit your essay. 
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From Paragraph to Essay : 
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A Model of Argument Essay 
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1.What are the parts of the essay? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How paragraphs are there in each part? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Introductory Paragraph 

The introductory paragraph of the model contains an explanation of the issue, which is a necessary part of 

an argumentative essay. However, you may also begin an argumentative essay with a more engaging 

introduction-with surprising statistics, for example, or with a dramatic story. For instance, the writer of 

the model essay could have opened with a dramatization of typical boys' and girls' behavior in a mixed 

middle school class. 

If you write an attention-getting introduction, you may need to explain the issue in a second introductory 

paragraph and write your thesis statement at the end of this (the second) paragraph. 

 

In an eighth-grade English class at Kent Middle School, the students are discussing The 

Diary of Anne Frank, written by a 13-year-old Jewish girl while she hid with her family in an 

Amsterdam attic for more than two years during the Holocaust. The girls in the class identify 

easily with Anne and freely share their feelings about the book. The boys, by contrast, snicker 

or snooze anything to avoid revealing any tender feelings. In the next class, math, the dynamic 

is reversed: The girls sit quietly, while the boys shout out answers and race each other to the 

blackboard to solve algebra equations. These scenes are typical in most middle school classes 

in the United States. 

The middle school years (grades 7 and 8) are known ... 

Thesis Statement 

The thesis statement in an argumentative essay states clearly which side you are for: 

     Curfew laws are unfair and should be abolished. 

     In my opinion, stem cell research should receive the full support of our government. 

A thesis statement often mentions the opposing point of view. Notice that the writer's opinion is 

expressed in the main (independent) clause, and the opposing point of view is normally put into a 

subordinate structure. 

 

Use expressions such as the following to introduce opposing points of view.  

     Some people feel that the United States should have a national health care plan like Canada's. 

     Many think that genetically engineered crops are a grave danger to the environment. 

     Smokers say that they have a right to smoke. 

    It may be true that the U.S. Constitution gives citizens the right to own weapons. 

Then connect the opposing point of view to your own with transition signals of contrast. 

        Some people feel that the United States should have a national health care plan like Canada’s; however, 

others feel that government should stay out of the health care business. 
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      Although/Even though many think that genetically engineered crops are a grave danger to the 

environment, such crops can alleviate world hunger and malnutrition. 

     Smokers say that they have a right to smoke in spite of the fact that/despite the fact that smoking will kill 

them. 

     While/Whereas it may be true that the U.S. Constitution gives citizens the right to own weapons, the men 

who wrote the Constitution lived in a different time. 

The thesis should state an opinion (a statement of belief, point of view, feeling, or attitude that can 

be discussed or argued about). A blueprinted thesis lists the major support areas (the reasons why the 

opinion is valid). The list of supports in a blueprinted thesis should be parallel. The elements should be in 

the same form: all nouns, all prepositional phrases, all verb phrases, and so on. The wording of your 

assignment may suggest argument. For example, you may be asked to debate, argue, consider, give your 

opinion, take a position, or take a stand. 

Remember: Argumentation-persuasion assumes conflicting viewpoints. Be sure your proposition 

focuses on a controversial issue and indicates your view. Avoid a proposition that is merely factual; what 

is demonstrably true allows little room for debate. To see the difference between a factual statement 

and an effective thesis, examine the two statements that follow. 

Fact 

In the past few years, the nation‟s small farmers have suffered financial hardships. 

Thesis 

Inefficient management, rather than competition from agricultural conglomerates, is responsible for the 

financial plight of the nation‟s small farmers. 

Thesis Statement Analysis 

 

Thesis Statement Analysis 

Smokers should stop smoking because smoking 

damages their health, their appearance, and their 

pocketbook. (blueprinted thesis) 

This blueprinted thesis announces the opinion that 

smokers should kick the habit and the three major 

reasons why smokers should quit. Notice that the list 

of reasons is parallel because each element is a 

noun. 

Students who plagiarize should be expelled from 

college because they hurt the institution, they hurt 

other students, and they hurt themselves. 

(blueprinted thesis) 

This blueprinted thesis states the reasons why 

students who plagiarize should be expelled. Again 

notice the parallelism in the list of major details: all 

are independent clauses that begin with “they hurt.” 

Fairhope College should computerize its registration 

process in order to save time, money, and 

frustration. (blueprinted thesis) 

This blueprinted thesis states the reasons why 

Fairhope College should computerize its registration 

process. Again notice that the list of reasons is 

parallel because each element is a noun 

Return of the Swamp Monster is a terrible movie The thesis states a clear opinion but does not list 

supports in the thesis. 
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Thesis Statement: Practice 

Add an opposing point of view to each of the following thesis statements. If necessary, rewrite the 

part of the sentence that is given to you. The first one has been done for you as an example.  

 

Body Paragraphs 

Begin each paragraph of your argument essay with a topic sentence that clearly states a point in 

support of your thesis. Throughout your essay, try to include specific examples that will make your 

arguments persuasive. Keep in mind that arguments that rely just on generalizations are not as convincing 

as those that include vivid details and specific examples. Finally, strive for a balanced, moderate tone, and 

avoid name-calling or personal attacks. The following points are to be taken into consideration when 

writing your essay. 
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■ Making and Qualifying Claims 

An argument centers on a claim—a debatable statement. That claim is the thesis, or key 

point you wish to explain and defend so well that readers agree with it. A strong claim has the following 

traits: 

■ It’s clearly arguable—it can be vigorously debated. 

■ It’s defendable—it can be supported with sufficient arguments and evidence. 

■ It’s responsible—it takes an ethically sound position. 

■ It’s understandable—it uses clear terms and defines key words. 

■ It’s interesting—it is challenging and worth discussing, not bland and easily accepted. 

■ Distinguish three types of claims. 

Truth, value, and policy—these types of claims are made in an argument. The differences 

among them are important because each type has a distinct goal. 

■ Claims of truth state that something is or is not the case. As a writer, you want readers to 

accept your claim as trustworthy. 

The Arctic ice cap will begin to disappear as early as 2050. 

The cholesterol in eggs is not as dangerous as previously feared. 

■ Claims of value state that something does or does not have worth. As a writer, you want 

readers to accept your judgment. 

Volunteer reading tutors provide a valuable service. 

Many music videos fail to present positive images of women. 

■ Claims of policy state that something ought or ought not to be done. As a writer, you want 

readers to approve your course of action. 

Special taxes should be placed on gas-guzzling SUVs. 

The developer should not be allowed to fill in the pond where the endangered tiger salamander lives. 

           ■ Develop a supportable claim. 

An effective claim balances confidence with common sense. Follow these tips: 

■ Avoid all-or-nothing, extreme claims. Propositions using words that are overly positive or negative—

such as all, best, never, and worst—may be difficult to support. Statements that leave no room for 

exceptions are easy to attack. 

Extreme: All people charged even once for DUI should never be allowed to drive again. 

■ Make a truly meaningful claim. Avoid claims that are obvious, trivial, or unsupportable. None is 

worth the energy needed to argue the point. 

Obvious: College athletes sometimes receive special treatment. 

Trivial: The College Rec Center is a good place to get fit. 

Unsupportable: Athletics are irrelevant to college life. 

■ Use qualifers to temper your claims. Qualifers are words or phrases that make claims more 

reasonable. Notice the difference between these two claims: 

Unqualified: Star athletes take far too many academic shortcuts. 

Qualified: Some star athletes take improper academic shortcuts. 

Note: The “qualifed” claim is easier to defend because it narrows the focus and leaves room for 

exceptions. Use qualifer words like these: almost, many often, tends to, frequently, maybe, probably 

typically, likely, might, some, usually, etc. 
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        ■ Supporting Your Claims 

A claim stands or falls on its support. It‟s not the popular strength of your claim that matters, but rather 

the strength of your reasoning and evidence. To develop strong support, consider how to select and use 

evidence. 

Gather evidence. 

Several types of evidence can support claims. To make good choices, review each type, as well as its 

strengths and weaknesses. 

■ Observations and anecdotes share what people (including you) have seen, heard, smelled, touched, 

tasted, and experienced. Such evidence offers an “eyewitness” perspective shaped by the observer‟s 

viewpoint, which can be powerful but may also prove narrow and subjective. 

Most of us have closets full of clothes: jeans, sweaters, khakis, T-shirts, and shoes for every occasion. 

■ Statistics offer concrete numbers about a topic. Numbers don‟t “speak for themselves,” however. They 

need to be interpreted and compared properly—not slanted or taken out of context. They also need to be 

up-to-date, relevant, and accurate. 

Pennsylvania spends $30 million annually in deer-related costs. 

North Carolina has an estimated annual loss of $37 million for crop damage alone. 

■ Tests and experiments provide hard data developed through the scientifc method, data 

that must nevertheless be carefully studied and properly interpreted. 

According to the two scientists, the rats with unlimited access to the functional running wheel ran each 

day and gradually increased the amount of running; in addition, they started to eat less. 

■ Analogies compare two things, creating clarity by drawing parallels. However, every analogy breaks 

down if pushed too far. 

“It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this promissory note insofar as her citizens of 

color are concerned.”—Martin Luther King, Jr. 

■Expert testimony offers insights from an authority on the topic. Such testimony always has limits: 

Experts don‟t know it all, and they work from distinct perspectives, which means that they can 

disagree. 

One specialist opposed to drilling is David Klein, a professor at the Institute of Arctic Biology at the 

University of Alaska–Fairbanks. Klein argues that if the oil industry opens up the ANWR for drilling, 

the number of caribou will likely decrease because the calving locations will change. 

■ Illustrations, examples, and demonstrations support general claims with specific instances, 

making such statements seem concrete and observable. Of course, an example may not be your best 

support if it isn‟t familiar. 

Think about how differently one can frame Rosa Parks’ historic action. In prevailing myth, Parks—a 

holy innocent—acts almost on whim. . . . The real story is more empowering: It suggests that change is 

the product of deliberate, incremental action. 

■ Analyses examine parts of a topic through thought patterns—cause/effect, compare/contrast, 

classification, process, or definition. Such analysis helps make sense of a topic‟s complexity, but 

muddles the topic when poorly done. 

If colourism lives underground, its effects are very real. Darker-skinned African-American defendants 

are more than twice as likely to receive the death penalty as lighter-skinned African-American 

defendants for crimes of equivalent seriousness. . . . 

■ Predictions offer insights into possible outcomes or consequences by forecasting what might happen 
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under certain conditions. Like weather forecasting, predicting can be tricky. To be plausible, a 

prediction must be rooted in a logical analysis of present facts. 

While agroterrorist diseases would have little direct effect on people’s health, they would be 

devastating to the agricultural economy, in part because of the many different diseases that could be 

used in an attack. 

Use evidence. 

Finding evidence is one thing; using it well is another. To marshal evidence in support of your 

claim, follow the guidelines: 

1. Go for quality and variety, not just quantity. More evidence is not necessarily better. Instead, 

support your points with sound evidence in different forms. Quality evidence is . . . 

■ accurate: correct and verifiable in each detail. 

■ complete: filled with pertinent facts. 

■ concrete: filled with specifics. 

■ relevant: clearly related to the claim. 

■ current: reliably up-to-date. 

■ authoritative: backed by expertise, training, and knowledge. 

■ appealing: able to influence readers. 

2.Use inductive and deductive patterns of logic. Depending on your purpose, use inductive or 

deductive reasoning. (See the explanation above.) 

3. Reason using valid warrants. To make sense, claims and their supporting reasons must have a 

logical connection. That connection is called the warrant—the often unspoken thinking used to relate 

the reasoning to the claim. If warrants are good, arguments hold water; if warrants are faulty, then 

arguments break down. In other words, beware of faulty assumptions. Check the short argument 

outlined below. Which of the warrants seem reasonable and strong, and which seem weak? Where 

does the argument fail? 

Reasoning: If current trends in water usage continue, the reservoir will be empty in two years. 

Claim: Therefore, Emeryville should immediately shut down its public swimming pools. 

Unstated Warrants or Assumptions: 

It is not good for the reservoir to be empty - The swimming pools draw significant amounts of water 

from the reservoir - Emptying the pools would help raise the level of the reservoir - No other action 

would better prevent the reservoir from emptying - It is worse to have an empty reservoir than an 

empty swimming pool. 

NB: Because an argument is no stronger than its warrants, you must make sure that your reasoning 

clearly and logically supports your claims. 

4. Use Rhetorical Appeals (Logos, Ethos, Pathos) 

A very well crafted argument is the one that employs rhetorical appeals effectively to support the 

evidence of the claim. For writers to succeed in convincing their audience, they should use more evidence 
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and not rely solely on facts.  Facts alone cannot always achieve the purpose of the arguer. To ensure a 

successful demonstration of facts, the use of appeals or strategies of persuasion is vitally important  

Aristotle identified three kinds of persuasive appeals: ethos, pathos, and logos. The first 

persuasive appeal, ethos (the Greek word for character), is ethical and refers to the writer‟s appeal to 

tradition, authority, ethical and moral behavior.  In other words, ethos refers to the credibility of the 

writer. It is expressed through tone and style of the message, the importance with which the arguer 

considers other viewpoints, and the effort invested in the claim. You cannot expect readers to 

accept or act on your viewpoint unless you convince them that you know what you‟re talking about and 

that you‟re worth listening to. You will come across as knowledgeable and trustworthy if you present a 

logical, reasoned argument that takes opposing views into account. Make sure, too, that your appeals to 

emotion are not excessive. Overwrought emotionalism undercuts credibility.  The second appeal, pathos ( 

the Greek word for suffering or experience), is rather emotional. It refers to the emotional power of 

language and to the appeal to feelings and beliefs of the target audience. Succinctly put, pathos is an 

audience-oriented appeal through which arguers aim at engaging an audience‟s imagination and changing 

their opinion into appreciating the relevance of the arguments. The pathos of a piece derives partly from 

the writer‟s language. Connotative language—words with strong emotional overtones—can move readers 

to accept a point of view and may even spur them to act. Examples of persuasive argument are found in 

the exaggerated claims of advertisers and the speech making of political and social activists.   Logos, the 

Greek term for „word‟, is the third appeal and is subject-oriented. It is neither ethical nor emotional, but it 

is rational as it appeals to reason and logic. Through appeal to logos, arguers draw the attention of their 

audience to the logical reasoning and the effectiveness of the argument, including clarity and consistency. 

Put differently, your main concern in an argumentation-persuasion essay should be with the logos, or 

soundness, of your argument: the facts, statistics, examples, and authoritative statements you gather to 

support your viewpoint. This supporting evidence must be unified, specific, sufficient, accurate, and 

representative. 

Most arguments are neither purely persuasive nor purely logical. A well-written editorial, for 

example, will present a logical arrangement of assertions and evidence, but it will also employ striking 

diction and other persuasive patterns of language to reinforce its effectiveness. Thus, the kinds of appeals 

a writer emphasizes depend on the nature of the topic, the thesis or proposition of the argument, the 

writer‟s purpose, the various kinds of support (evidence, opinions, examples, facts, statistics) offered, and 

a thoughtful consideration of the audience.  In other words, writing an effective argumentation-persuasion 

essay involves interplay of logos, pathos, and ethos. The exact balance among these factors is determined 

by your audience and purpose (that is, whether you want the audience simply to agree with your view or 

whether you also want them to take action). More than any other kind of writing, argumentation-

persuasion requires that you analyze your readers and tailor your approach to them. You need to 
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determine how much they know about the issue, how they feel about you and your position, what their 

values and attitudes, and what motivates them. 

                                                        Rhetorical Appeals  

Organize Evidence 
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      ■ Identifying Logical Fallacies 
Fallacies are false arguments—that is, bits of fuzzy, dishonest, or incomplete thinking. They may crop 

up in your own thinking, in your opposition‟s thinking, or in such public “arguments” as ads, political 

appeals, and talk shows. Because fallacies may sway an unsuspecting audience, they are dangerously 

persuasive. By learning to recognize fallacies, however, you may identify them in opposing arguments 

and eliminate them from your own writing. In this section, logical fallacies are grouped according 

to how they falsify an argument. 

A- Distorting the Issue 
The following fallacies falsify an argument by twisting the logical framework. 

 

■ Bare Assertion: The most basic way to distort an issue is to deny that it exists.  

   This fallacy claims, “That‟s just how it is.” 

   The private ownership of handguns is a constitutional right.  

Objection: The claim shuts off discussion of the U.S. Constitution or the reasons for regulation) 

 

■ Begging the Question: Also known as circular reasoning, this fallacy arises from assuming in the    

basis of your argument the very point you need to prove. 

We don’t need a useless film series when every third student owns a DVD player or VCR.   

     Objection: There may be uses for a public film series that private video viewing can’t provide. The word “useless” 

begs the question. 

■ Oversimplifcation: This fallacy reduces complexity to simplicity. Beware of phrases like  “It‟s a 

simple question of.” Serious issues are rarely simple. 

  Capital punishment is a simple question of protecting society. 

 

■ Either/Or Thinking: Also known as black-and-white thinking, this fallacy reduces all options to          

two extremes. Frequently, it derives from a clear bias. 

Either this community develops light-rail transportation or the community will not grow in the future.  

Objection: The claim ignores the possibility that growth may occur through other means. 

 

■ Complex Question: Sometimes by phrasing a question a certain way, a person ignores or covers up 

a more basic question. 

Why can’t we bring down the prices that corrupt gas stations are charging?  

Objection: This question ignores a more basic question—“Are gas stations really corrupt?” 

 

■ Straw Man: In this fallacy, the writer argues against a claim that is easily refuted. Typically, such a 

claim exaggerates or misrepresents the opponents‟ position. 

Those who oppose euthanasia must believe that the terminally ill deserve to suffer. 

B- Sabotaging the Argument 

These fallacies falsify the argument by twisting it. They destroy reason and replace it with something 

hollow or misleading. 

■ Red Herring: This strange term comes from the practice of dragging a stinky fish across a trail to 

throw tracking dogs off the scent. When a person puts forth a volatile idea that pulls readers away from 

the real issue, readers become distracted.  Suppose the argument addresses drilling for oil in the Arctic 

National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) of Alaska, and the writer begins with this statement: 

In 1989, the infamous oil spill of the Exxon Valdez led to massive animal deaths and enormous 

environmental degradation of the coastline.  
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Objection: Introducing this notorious oil spill distracts from the real issue—how oil drilling will affect the 

ANWR.) 

■ Misuse of Humor: Jokes, satire, and irony can lighten the mood and highlight a truth; when humor 

distracts or mocks, however, it undercuts the argument. What effect would the mocking tone of this 

statement have in an argument about tanning beds in health clubs? 

People who use tanning beds will just turn into wrinkled old prunes or leathery sundried tomatoes! 

■ Appeal to Pity: This fallacy engages in a misleading tug on the heartstrings. Instead of using a 

measured emotional appeal, an appeal to pity seeks to manipulate the audience into agreement. 

Affirmative action policies ruined this young man’s life. Because of them, he was denied admission to 

Centerville College. 

 

■ Use of Threats: A simple but unethical way of sabotaging an argument is to threaten opponents. 

More often than not, a threat is merely implied: “If you don‟t accept my argument, you‟ll regret it.” 

If we don’t immediately start drilling for oil in the ANWR, you will soon face hour-long lines at gas 

stations from New York to California. 

 

■ Bandwagon Mentality: Someone implies that a claim cannot be true because a majority of people 

are opposed to it, or it must be true because a majority support it. (History shows that people in the 

minority have often had the better argument.) At its worst, such an appeal manipulates people‟s desire 

to belong or be accepted. 

It’s obvious to intelligent people that cockroaches live only in the apartments of dirty people. 

Objection: Based on popular opinion, the claim appeals to a kind of prejudice and ignores scientific evidence 

about cockroaches.) 

 

■ Appeal to Popular Sentiment: This fallacy consists of associating your position with something 

popularly loved: the American flag, baseball, apple pie. Appeals to popular sentiment sidestep thought 

to play on feelings. 

Anyone who has seen Bambi could never condone hunting deer. 

C- Drawing Faulty Conclusions from the Evidence 
This group of fallacies falsifies the argument by short-circuiting proper logic in favor of assumptions 

or faulty thinking. 

 

■ Appeal to Ignorance: This fallacy suggests that because no one has proven a particular claim, it 

must be false; or, because no one has disproven a claim, it must be true. Appeals to ignorance unfairly 

shift the burden of proof onto someone else. 

Flying saucers are real. No scientific explanation has ruled them out. 

 

■ Hasty or Broad Generalization: Such a claim is based on too little evidence or allows no 

exceptions. In jumping to a conclusion, the writer may use intensifiers such as all, every, or never. 

Today‟s voters spend too little time reading and too much time being taken in by 30-second sound 

bites.  

Objection: Quite a few voters may, in fact, spend too little time reading about the issues, but it is unfair to suggest 

that this is true of everyone. 

■ False Cause This well-known fallacy confuses sequence with causation: If A comes before B, A 

must have caused B. However, A may be one of several causes, or A and B may be only loosely 

related, or the connection between A and B may be entirely coincidental. 

Since that new school opened, drug use among young people has skyrocketed. Better that the school 

had never been built. 
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■ Slippery Slope: This fallacy argues that a single step will start an unstoppable chain of events. 

While such a slide may occur, the prediction lacks evidence. 

If we legalize marijuana, it’s only a matter of time before hard drugs follow and America becomes a 

nation of junkies and addicts. 

 

D- Misusing Evidence 
These fallacies falsify the argument by abusing or distorting the evidence. 

 

■ Impressing with Numbers: In this case, the writer drowns readers in statistics and numbers that 

overwhelm them into agreement. In addition, the numbers haven‟t been properly interpreted. 

At 35 ppm, CO levels factory-wide are only 10 ppm above the OSHA recommendation, which is 25 

ppm. Clearly, that 10 ppm is insignificant in the big picture, and the occasional readings in some 

areas of between 40 and 80 ppm are aberrations that can safely be ignored.  

Objection: The 10 pm may be significant, and higher readings may indicate real danger. 

■ Half-Truths: A half-truth contains part of but not the whole truth. Because it leaves out “the rest of 

the story,” it is both true and false simultaneously. 

The new welfare bill is good because it will get people off the public dole. 

 Objection: This may be true, but the bill may also cause undue suffering for some truly needy individuals. 

■ Unreliable Testimonial: An appeal to authority has force only if the authority is qualifed 

in the proper feld. If he or she is not, the testimony is irrelevant. Note that fame is not the 

same thing as authority. 

On her talk show, Alberta Magnus recently claimed that most pork sold in the United States is tainted. 

Objection: Although Magnus may be an articulate talk show host, she is not an expert on food safety. 

 

■ Attack Against the Person This fallacy directs attention to a person‟s character, lifestyle, or beliefs 

rather than to the issue. 

Would you accept the opinion of a candidate who experimented with drugs in college? 

 

■ Hypothesis Contrary to Fact This fallacy relies on “if only” thinking. It bases the claim on an 

assumption of what would have happened if something else had, or had not, happened. Being pure 

speculation, such a claim cannot be tested. 

If only multiculturalists hadn’t pushed through affirmative action, the United States 

would be a united nation. 

 

■ False Analogy Sometimes a person will argue that X is good (or bad) because it is like Y. 

Such an analogy may be valid, but it weakens the argument if the grounds for the comparison are 

vague or unrelated. 

Don’t bother voting in this election; it’s a stinking quagmire.  

Objection: Comparing the election to a “stinking quagmire” is unclear and exaggerated. 

 

E- Misusing Language 

Essentially, all logical fallacies misuse language. However, three fallacies falsify the argument:  

■ Obfuscation: This fallacy involves using fuzzy terms like throughput and downlink to muddy the 

issue. These words may make simple ideas sound more profound than they really are, or they may 

make false ideas sound true.  

Through the fully functional developmental process of a streamlined target-refractory system, the U.S. 

military will successfully reprioritize its data throughputs.  
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Objection:What does this sentence mean? 

 

■ Ambiguity Ambiguous statements can be interpreted in two or more opposite ways. Although 

ambiguity can result from unintentional careless thinking, writers sometimes use ambiguity to obscure 

a position. 

Many women need to work to support their children through school, but they would be better off at 

home. 

 Objection: Does they refer to children or women? What does better off mean? These words and phrases can be 

interpreted in opposite ways. 

 

■ Slanted Language By choosing words with strong positive or negative connotations, a writer can 

draw readers away from the true logic of the argument. Here is an example of three synonyms for the 

word stubborn that the philosopher Bertrand Russell once used to illustrate the bias in slanted 

language: I am firm. You are obstinate. He is pigheaded. 

■ Engaging the Opposition/Refutation 

    Refute differing viewpoint. There will be times, though, when acknowledging opposing viewpoints 

and presenting your own case won‟t be enough. Particularly when an issue is complex and when 

Readers strongly disagree with your position, you may have to refute all or part of the dissenting view.  

     Refutation means pointing out the problems with opposing viewpoints, thereby highlighting your 

own position‟s superiority. You may focus on the opposing sides‟ inaccurate or inadequate evidence; 

or you may point to their faulty logic. There are various ways to develop a paper‟s refutation section. 

The best method to use depends on the paper‟s length and the complexity of the issue. Two possible 

sequences are outlined here: 

 

 
         In the first strategy, you simply refute all or part of the opposing positions‟ arguments. The 

second strategy takes the first one a step further by presenting additional evidence to support your 

proposition. In such a case, the additional evidence must be different from the points made in the 

refutation. The additional evidence may appear at the essay‟s end (as in the preceding outline), or it 

may be given near the beginning (after the proposition); it may also be divided between the beginning 

and end. 

        No matter which strategy you select, you may refute opposing views one-side-at- a- time  (Block 

Method) or one -point at a time (Point-By-Point Method). When using the one-side-at-a-time 

approach, you cite all the points raised by the opposing side and then present your counterargument to 

each point. When using the one-point-at-a-time strategy, you mention the first point made by the 

opposing side, refute that point, then move on to the second point and refute that, and so on. The steps 

below explain how to refute your opponents’ point of view in details. 

         Make concessions. 

         By offering concessions—recognizing points scored by the other side—you acknowledge your 

argument‟s limits and the truth of other positions. Paradoxically, such concessions strengthen your 

overall argument by making it seem more credible. Concede your points graciously, using words such 
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as the following: 

 
Example: While foot-and-mouth disease is not dangerous to humans, other animal diseases are. 

Develop rebuttals. 

      Even when you concede a point, you can often answer that objection by rebutting it. A good 

rebuttal is a small, tactful argument aimed at a weak spot in the opposing argument. Try these 

strategies: 

1. Point out the counterargument’s limits by putting the opposing point in a larger context. Show 

that the counterargument leaves something important out of the picture. 

2. Tell the other side of the story. Offer an opposing interpretation of the evidence, or counter with 

stronger, more reliable, more convincing evidence. 

3. Address logical fallacies in the counterargument. Check for faulty reasoning or emotional 

manipulation. For example, if the counterargument presents a half-truth, offer information that 

presents “the rest of the story.” 

It is true that Chernobyl occurred more than twenty years ago, so safety measures for nuclear reactors 

have been greatly improved. However, that single accident is still affecting millions of people who 

were exposed to the radiation. 

Consolidate your claim.  
After making concessions and rebutting objections, you may need to regroup. Restate your claim so 

carefully that the weight of your whole argument can rest on it. 

One of these is bovine spongiform encephalopathy, better known as mad-cow disease. 

Supporting Claim in Practice 
Think of two or three supporting arguments for each thesis statement. Notice that two of the 

thesis statements state only the writer's point of view, and two state both sides of the argument. The 

first one has been done for you as an example. 
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Applying What You Have Learned 

Read the essay below and answer the questions 
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Read the essay again and complete the outline below 
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Read the text and answer the questions 
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Writing Technique Questions 

1. In which paragraph does the writer give background information to help readers understand the issue? 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Does the thesis statement mention both sides of the issue, or does it give the writer's point of view 

only? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How many opposing arguments are given? Where are they given? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Where does the writer rebut the opposing arguments-in one paragraph or in separate paragraphs? 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What is the function of the last paragraph? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Which type of organization does this essay use-block or point-by-point? 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Complete the outline of the model essay. 

                                  Separating the Sexes, Just for the Tough Years 

I. Introduction (explanation of the issue) 

Thesis statement: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

II. Body 

A. Opposing argument 1 

Opponents of single-sex education claim that test scores show that there is no advantage to all-girl or all-boy 

classes. 

Rebuttal to argument 2 

1. Research is inconclusive-show opposite results 

2. Other results that cannot be calculated 

         a. Girls ________________________________________________________________________________ 

         b. Boys ________________________________________________________________________________ 

B. Opposing argument 2 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rebuttal to argument 2 

    __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

      a. Settling squabbles with siblings ___________________________________________________________ 

      b. Negotiating with opposite-sex parent________________________________________________________ 

C. Opposing argument 3 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Rebuttal to argument 3 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

a.__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. Teachers call on boys more often 

D. Own point of view 

1. Same-sex classes provide a better learning environment 

2. Reasons 

       a. Boys and girls __________________________________________________________________________ 

       b. Girls __________________________________________________________________________________ 

       c. Boys __________________________________________________________________________________ 

III. Conclusion 

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Read the text below and answer the questions 
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Questions  

1.Most of paragraph 1 is a quotation by George W. Bush. Rewrite the direct quotation as an indirect quotation. Be 

sure to include a reporting phrase. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Paragraph 2 begins with a transition signal that signals contrast. 

a. What two things are contrasted?____________________________ and _____________________________ 

b. On what three points are they contrasted? 

(1) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(2) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

(3) ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Paragraph 4 contains the thesis statement for the essay. Copy it here 

_________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Paragraphs 5, 6, 7, and 8 mention several reasons for not sending a manned spacecraft to Mars. Summarize 

the reasons here. 

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What kind of conclusion does this essay have? 

a. It summarizes arguments against a manned Mars mission. 

b. It paraphrases the thesis statement. 
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Read the text below and answer the questions 
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Questions  

1. The introductory paragraph to this essay is 

      a. a funnel introduction. 

      b. a historical introduction. 

      c. a series of examples 

2. The main topic of this essay is 

      a. a proposed law in Brazil banning the use of English in certain situations. 

      b. the prevalence of English in Brazil. 

      c. the reasons English is popular among shopkeepers and other businesses in Brazil. 

3. Find the sentence that, in your opinion, best expresses the main topic and paraphrase it here.  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Summarize Mr. Rebolo's reasons.  

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Find a paragraph that discusses other countries' opposition to English. Write a one-sentence 

summary of that paragraph here. 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
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The following student paper, “Amnesty for Undocumented Immigrants” supports his thesis with 

specific facts, examples, and expert opinion. 

 

Read the essay and answer the questions below. 
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1. Underline the essay‟s thesis statement. In your own words, tell what position the writer in his essay. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. List the facts and examples the writer uses to support his thesis. Where does he include expert opinion? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Can you think of any that he/she doesn‟t mention? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Underline the transitional words and phrases Peter uses to move his argument along. 

 

5. Throughout his essay, Peter acknowledges that some immigrants have broken the law. Do you think 

this is a good idea? Why or why not? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. Where does Peter address opposing arguments? What other arguments should he have addressed? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What is this essay‟s greatest strength? What is its greatest weakness? 

a-Strength: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

b-Weakness:  
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Writing: Write an argument essay on one of the following topics using the outline below. 

1-Teenagers who commit serious crimes should (or should not) be tried as adults. 

2- Facebook should (should not be) censored. 

3- Human beings should (or should not) be used in medical research experiments. 

4- A topic of your choice 
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Appendixes 

 

Useful phrases for writing (argument/persuasive) essays  

This list is not exhaustive, but has been designed to give students the basic phrases that they can 

use to structure their essays coherently. Do not overuse these phrases, and make sure that your 

essays have plenty of interesting and relevant content. 

Section 1: General Essay Phrases 
A. Introductory remarks. 

It is generally agreed today that... 

In approaching this issue, one should... 

Nowadays, it is scarcely possible to... 

The business world offers us numerous examples of... 

B. Developing the argument 

The first aspect to point out is that... 

Let us start by considering the facts. 

C. The other side of the argument 

It would also be interesting to see... 

One should, nevertheless, consider the problem from 

another angle. 

Equally relevant to the issue are the questions of... 

D. Balancing views 

One should always remember that... 

One should, however, not forget that... 

We could perhaps go further and ask ourselves whether... 

E. Conclusion 

The arguments we have presented... suggest that.../ prove 

that.../ would indicate that... 

From these arguments one must.../ could.../ might... 

conclude that... 

All of this points to the conclusion that... 

F. Ordering elements 

Firstly,.../ Secondly,.../ Finally,... (note the comma after 

all these introductory words.) 

If on the one hand it can be said that... the same is not 

true for... 

The first argument suggests that... whilst the second 

suggests that... 

G. Adding elements 

Furthermore, one should not forget that... 

In addition to... 

Moreover... 

H. Accepting other points of view 

Nevertheless, one should accept that... 

However, we also agree that... 

I. Personal opinion 

We personally believe that... 

Our own point of view is that... 

J. Others' opinions 

Experts... 

... believe that 

... say that 

... suggest that 

... are convinced that 

... point out that 

... emphasise that 

According to some experts... 

K. Introducing examples 

Take for example... 

To illustrate this point one need only refer to... 

L. Introducing facts 

It is... true that.../ clear that.../ noticeable that... 

One should note here that... 

M. Saying what you think is true 

This leads us to believe that... 

It is very possible that... 

In view of these facts, it is quite likely that... 

N. Certainty 

Doubtless,... 

One cannot deny that... 

It is (very) clear from these observations that... 

O. Doubt 

All the same, it is possible that... 

It is difficult to believe that... 

P. Accepting other points to certain degree 

The decision was a good one. Nonetheless,... 

One can agree up to a certain point with... 

Certainly,... However,... 

It cannot be denied that... 

Q. Emphasising particular points 

The last example highlights that fact that... 

Not only... but also... 

We would even go so far as to say that... 

R. Moderating, agreeing, disagreeing 

By and large... 

Perhaps we should also point out the fact that... 

It would be unfair not to mention that fact that... 

One must admit that... 

We cannot ignore the fact that... 
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One cannot possibly accept the fact that... 

S. Consequences 

From these facts, one may conclude that... 

That is why, in our opinion, ... 

Which seems to confirm the idea that... 

Thus,.../ Therefore,... 

T. Comparison 

Some experts suggest..., whereas others... 

Compared to... 

On the one hand there is the firm belief that... On the 

other hand, many people are convinced that... 

Section 2: Phrases For Balanced Arguments 
INTRODUCTION 

It is often said that... 

It is undeniable that... 

It is a well-known fact that... 

For the great majority of people... 

We live in a world in which... 

A number of key issues arise from the statement. For 

one... 

One of the most striking features of this problem is... 

First of all, let us try to understand... 

The public in general tend to believe that... 

THESIS 

The first thing that needs to be said is... 

One argument in support of... 

We must distinguish carefully between... 

The second reason for... 

An important aspect of the problem is... 

It is worth stating at this point that... 

ANTITHESIS 

On the other hand, we can observe that... 

The other side of the coin is, however, that... 

Another way of looking at this question is to... 

SYNTHESIS 

The fact of the matter is surely that... 

The truth of the matter is simply that... 

On balance, we can safely say that... 

On reflection, it seems more accurate to say that... 

If one weighs the pros and the cons of the case, one soon 

realises that... 

In the final analysis... 

CONCLUSION 

What conclusions can be drawn from all this? 

The most satisfactory conclusion that we can come to is... 

To sum up... we are convinced that.../ ...we believe that.../ 

...we have to accept that... 

Final Notes 
1. Overuse of "very." 

Be careful not to overuse the word "very." You may be 

penalised for exaggerating a point in your essay, so use 

this word sparingly to qualify another adjective or 

adverb. 

2. The word "thing" 

A lot of confusion arises, and a lot of bad style arises, 

from the way students use the word "thing." Avoid this 

word as much as possible and replace it as often as 

possible with the name of whatever you are referring to. 

Examples: 

x One thing that needs to be said... 

-> One point that needs to be made... 

x Many things can be said against trade unions. 

-> One can criticise trade unions for the fact that... 

3. Style and grammar 

a. "And..."... "But..." 

Avoid starting a sentence with "And' or "But." Although 

there are instances where one might do so, it 

is generally not such a good idea. 

b. "-ing" 

Avoid starting a sentence with an "-ing" form. Although 

there are instances where this is possible, most students 

get these structures wrong, so unless you are absolutely 

certain about what you are doing,keep to more standard 

structures. 
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Common Errors in Writing 

  

*Contents* 

Fragments 

Run ons 

Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers 

Parallelism 

Faulty Pronoun Reference 

Subject—Verb Agreement 

Agreement Pronoun—Antecedent 

Your/you're; To/two/too; There/their/they're 

Who or Whom 

Links to other writing sources 

  

I. Fragments 

  
The fragment is not a sentence, yet the writer mistakenly punctuates it as a complete sentence. 

  

1. Although they are friends. (not a complete thought) 

            Although they are friends, they still occasionally argue. (now the thought is complete). 

            Or, remove although… They are friends. (again, a complete thought). 

  

2. Since we live in an apartment. (yes… what comes next? See how the thought is incomplete?) 

            Since we live in an apartment, I can’t practice my electric guitar after 8 PM. (now the thought is 

complete). 

            Or, remove since… We live in an apartment. (again, a complete thought). 

  

II. The Run on is two or more sentences punctuated as a single sentence. 

  

1. The bridge should be built that is the consensus of the town. (two sentences are joined. There are 

several ways to fix this). 

            The bridge should be built. That is the consensus of the town. (make two sentences). 

            That the bridge should be built is the consensus of the town. (use noun clause as subject of single 

sentence). 

            Or reverse it… The consensus of the town is that the bridge should be built. (now the noun clause 

is the predicate nominative). 

  

2. Sometimes writers join two or more sentences with a comma. This is a special run on called a comma 

splice. 

            We studied all night, we still didn’t do well on the test. (there are many ways to fix this error). 

            We studied all night. We still didn’t do well on the test. (putting a period in place of the comma is 

one way, but usually the sentences are closely related—that’s why the writer mistakenly used a comma to 

join them). 

            We studied all night; we still didn’t do well on the test. (inserting a semicolon corrects the fault, 

but it still doesn’t sound right, does it?) 

We studied all night, yet we still didn’t do well on the test. (insert a coordinating conjunction 

between the sentences adds that interpretation of one sentence to the next). 

Although we studied all night, we still didn’t do well on the test. (inserting a subordinating 

conjunction makes the first sentence an adverb clause. Notice again how this adds an interpretation of the 

first clause—it subordinates it. That means it is not as important as the second clause). 

  

https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#frag
https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#run
https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#misp
https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#para
https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#faul
https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#subj
https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#agre
https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#your
https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#who
https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html#link
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Notice: By noticing errors like this, you can make your writing stronger. 

  

III. Misplaced and Dangling Modifiers 

  
1. The Misplaced Modifier is well-named because sometimes writers place modifying elements 

(adjectives, adverbs) next to things they don’t modify. Look at these examples. 

  

The concert was ridiculously long; the soprano almost sang for an hour. (if the concert was indeed too 

long, the soprano obviously contributed. But in this sentence, the soprano never sings. She almost 

sings. This is a misplaced modifier. The writer meant that the soprano sang for almost an hour. Notice the 

difference. 

            

I love smelling the wildflowers running through the field. (Well, those are some wildflowers. 

How fast do they run? The participial phrase modifies I, and should be placed near it: Running through 

the field, I love smelling the wildflowers. ) 

  

We looked at the pictures he had taken on the living room sofa. (unless the photographer’s 

portfolio was shot entirely from the sofa, this is an example of a misplaced modifier. The phrase should 

be moved closer to the word it modifies: On the living room sofa we looked at the pictures he had taken.) 

  

The committee gave a cake to the people that almost didn’t fit in the room. (if this is what the 

writer meant, those people really didn’t need any more sweets. But, it is obvious that the CAKE almost 

didn’t fit in the room, so move the modifier closer to the word it modifies: The committee gave the people 

a cake that almost didn’t fit in the room.) 

  

I couldn’t find my shoes which made me angry. (Those must be some shoes! But, the writer didn’t 

mean the shoes made him angry, he meant: I was angry because I couldn’t find my shoes.). 

  

  

Notice: Misplaced modifiers are often comical. Avoid them. 

  

2. Dangling modifiers are similar to misplaced modifiers, but instead of being placed too far from the 

words they modify, they don’t have the words they modify in the sentence. 

  

Running through the forest, the wildflowers smell wonderful. (the introductory participial phrase 

is modifying wildflowers. And unless this takes place in the merry old land of Oz, the wildflowers were 

NOT running anywhere. But who was running through the forest? We don’t know. That’s a dangling 

modifier. To fix it, add the word to be modified: Running through the forest, I love smelling the 

wonderful wildflowers. 

  

            Having doused it with water, the fire was easily extinguished. (it is doubtful that the fire 

extinguished itself. Having doused it with water, He easily extinguished the fire. Notice that you need 

something for the participial phrase to modify.) 

            

            While sleeping, the covers fell to the floor. (poor covers… were they having bad dreams? 

Obviously someone was sleeping: While sleeping, I somehow tossed the covers to the floor.) 

  

            After studying all afternoon, I must mop the kitchen floor, which I despise. (that’s pretty harsh to 

despise a kitchen floor. The adjective clause is modifying the job of mopping the floor: After studying all 

afternoon, I must mop the kitchen floor, a job [that] I despise.) 

  

Notice: Just like misplaced modifiers, dangling modifiers may be comical. Avoid them. 
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3. A special type of modifier called the two-way modifier is part dangling, part misplaced because the 

reader can’t decide what word the modifier modifies. 

  

The teacher said after class all the work must be turned in. (Does this mean that the teacher made 

an announcement that said ― all work must be turned in after class,‖ or that the teacher made an 

announcement after class that said, ―all work must be turned in.‖ Notice the difference. The first version 

gives a definite time when work needs to be in. The second doesn’t. Writer must determine what he 

means and restructure such sentences. 

  

IV. Parallelism When listing elements in a series, you must be sure that each element is in the same 

form. 

  

1. Students today are proud, diligent, and not afraid to work hard. (Two of the three elements are simple 

adjectives. Change the third to fit the parallel structure: students today are proud, diligent, hardworking. 

  

2. I like swimming, running, and to fish. (two gerunds and an infinitive… either say… I like to swim, [to] 

run, and [to] fish. Or… I like swimming, running, and fishing. In the first example, you may choose to 

omit the to in to run and to fish. But, be consistent. Use the first to only, or to with each element. DON’T 

say … to swim, run, and to fish. 

  

3. My report card shows a decrease in my QPA, but that my attendance had increased. 

(The two elements need to be equal: My report card shows a decrease in my QPA and an increase in my 

attendance. Or, more concisely, My report card shows my QPA down and my attendance up. 

  

4. Fishing in the mountains is better than to swim at the beach. (elements in comparison must be 

parallel: Fishing in the mountains is better than swimming at the beach. 

  
V. Faulty Pronoun Reference occurs when the reader can’t detect the antecedent of a pronoun. 

  

1. After Jane and Tammy talked, she made her choice. (who made the choice? Tammy or Jane?) After 

talking to Jane, Tammy made her choice. 

  

2. While Fred and Johnny were fighting, he bruised his elbow. (whose elbow? Who was bruised? While 

fighting with Johnny, Fred bruised Johnny’s elbow. 

  

3. In school, they often cause disturbances. (What is the antecedent for they? In school, the students, the 

teachers, the lawnmowers, the bees, the neighbors often cause disturbances. See the problem?) 

  

Notice: All pronouns must have a logical antecedent. Ask yourself what a pronoun refers to in your 

sentences. Get into the habit. 

  

4. The long papers we had to write, the research we had to do, the books we had to read, all this made the 

class difficult. (Not this but these is needed. The pronoun is referring to three things; therefore, a plural 

pronoun is needed.) 

  
VI. Subject – Verb Agreement Subjects need to have the same number as the verb in a sentence. This 

makes the subject and verb agree. 

  

A. The boy runs to school. (Boy is singular; Runs is singular. Remember: to add –s or –es to a noun 

makes the noun plural; to add an –s to a verb makes the verb singular.) 
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Notice: Here is a good way to remember this point. A subject and verb only have one ―s‖ between them. 

The boy runs. The boys run. The bird sings. The birds sing. 

  

B. Sometimes modifiers like prepositional phrases come between the subject and verb. Don’t let this fool 

you. The subject agrees with the verb. Cross out the modifiers to help you. 

  

The girls from Spain is/are coming to visit. The girls from Spain are coming to visit. 

The boy who fell down the stairs is/are here. The boy who fell down the stairs is here. 

The boy, along with his parents, is/are here. The boy, along with his parents, is here. 

  

C. Compound subjects with and take a plural verb. 

  

1. Fred and Bill are going camping. 

2. The director and producer usually talk about upcoming shows. 

  

Exceptions words that even though they are joined by and, they act as a single element or refer to a single 

element. 

  

1. Bacon and eggs is my favorite breakfast. (it’s a single breakfast dish). 

2. Macaroni and cheese is my favorite dinner. (again). 

3. My friend and life-long buddy is visiting this weekend. (it’s the same person). 

  

D. Compound subjects with or – If both elements are singular, use a singular verb. If both elements are 

plural, use a plural verb. If one element is singular and one is plural, use the element closest to the verb to 

determine agreement. 

  

1. Beef or chicken is the choice in my home. (both elements singular – verb sing.). 

2. Spiders or snakes are equally frightening to Suzie. (both elements plural – verb pl.). 

3. Meat or potatoes are a staple of the American diet. (one singular, one plural – go with element closest 

to the verb. Potatoes is plural – verb plural). 

4. Potatoes or meat is a staple of the American diet. (opposite). 

  

The same applies for compounds of or… 

  

5. Either the geese or the ducks are making the noise. (both plural). 

6. Neither the swan nor the ducks were in the pond today. (one of each, ducks is closer—plural verb) 

7. Neither the ducks nor the swan was in the pond today. (one of each, swan is closer—singular verb) 

  

  

  

E. Singular pronouns always take a singular verb. Remember them with this little ditty: ―each, either, 

neither, -one, and –body.‖ -one, and –body refer to the words ―every, any, some‖ as in everyone, 

everybody, anyone, anybody, someone, somebody. That’s an easy way to remember them. 

  

1. Each of the students is/are here. Each of the students is here. (just like above, remove the modifiers in 

between the subject each and the verb is. Another tip: insert the word ―one‖ after each to help you. For 

example, Each [one] of the students is here.) 

  

2. Neither of the teams was/were able to score. Neither of the teams was able to score. (remember, these 

pronouns above are ALWAYS singular). 

  

F. Plural Pronouns always take a plural verb. They are both, few, many, several, others. 
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1. Both of the clipboards of the director was/were missing. Both of the clipboards of the 

director were missing. (remove modifiers in between to yield both were) 

  

2. Several of the boys on the team is/are late. Several of the boys on the team are late. 

  

3. Many of the rooms in school is/are crowded. Many of the rooms in school are crowded. 

  

G. Singular or Plural Pronouns these pronouns are either singular or plural depending on the antecedent 

of the pronoun: some, most, all, none, any. 

  

1. Some of the students is/are staying. Some of the students are staying. (Some refers to students which is 

plural, so the plural verb are is needed). 

  

2. Some of the food is/are left. Some of the food is left. (Some refers to food which is singular, so the 

singular verb is is needed). 

  

3. None of the men is/are happy with the decision. None of the men are happy with the decision. 

(none means ―not any‖ of the men). 

  

4. None of the men was/were willing to work overtime. None of the men was willing to work overtime. 

(none means ―not one‖ of the men). 

  

H. Some words are Plural in appearance yet singular 

  
1. Diseases, for example, like mumps, measles are singular. The mumps is a common childhood disease. 

  

2. School subjects are singular. Mathematics, economics, civics, statistics*, social studies… 

Mathematics is my favorite class. 

  

*exception. When statistics refers to numbers and not the class, statistics is plural. Example: The 

statistics are misleading. Statistics is a difficult class. 

  

I. Words that are singular but treated as plural These items all have to do with a ―pair‖ of something: 

pants, trousers, pliers, scissors. Just think of ―a pair of‖ before these words, and you’ll be fine. 

  

1. My [pair of] pants are stained. 

2. The [pair of] pliers are never here when I need them. (notice, too, the plural pronoun reference them is 

needed). 

  

J. Linking verb agrees with the SUBJECT NOT the predicate nominative 

  
1. My favorite food is beans. 

2. My favorite present was the new glasses. 

  

Notice: There cannot be the subject of the sentence; therefore, don’t be fooled into choosing the wrong 

verb. 

  

1. There is/are many exciting shows on TV. There are many exciting shows on TV. (Shows is the subject 

of the sentence; therefore, the correct verb is are). 

2. There is/are no food left. There is no food left. (Food is the subject; therefore, the correct verb is is). 
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VII. Agreement of Pronoun with Antecedent Pronoun must agree in number and person with 

antecedent. 

  

1. The boy needs to bring his glove to practice. (boy-his) 

2. A student should always bring his book to class. (student-his [his does not distinguish gender in this 

case. It is preferable to using ―its.‖). 

3. A person looking for work must have his resumé in order. (person-his) 

4. Workers should leave their equipment at the job sight. (workers-their) 

5. Each of the boys owns his own glove. (each-his… remember each is always a singular pronoun; 

therefore, it will take a singular pronoun). 

6. If anybody wants his money, he needs to see the boss. (anybody is singular – sing. Pronouns) 

7. Few of the people are coming for their checks. (Few is always plural, so it takes a plural 

pronoun their). 

  

VIII. Troublesome Homonyms 

Your/ You're 

Your is a possessive pronoun, so it acts as an adjective: Your pen is missing. 

You're is a contraction of "you are." You're in trouble (i.e., You are in trouble). 

Test 

When you use Your/ You're in a sentence, just replace it with "you are." If it makes sense, choose 

"you're." If it doesn't, choose "your." 

Their/ They're/There 

Their is a possessive pronoun, so it acts as an adjective: Their money is missing. 

They're is a contraction of "they are." They're in trouble (i.e., They are in trouble). 

There is a weak pronoun (e.g., We left there at midnight), an adverb (e.g., There it is), and sometimes an 

interjection (e.g., There, we made it). 

Test 

When you use Their/ They're/There in a sentence, just replace it with "they are." If it makes sense, 

choose "they're." If it doesn't, replace it with "my." If that makes sense, choose "their." If neither of those 

makes sense, choose "there." 

Examples: 

They're late for dinner (they are late for dinner). 

Their dinner is getting cold (my dinner is getting cold. Just replace it with another possessive) 

There is no way out of here. (they are is? My is no way? Must be there). 

To/ Two/Too 

To is a preposition or marker of an infinite: Give that to me. I'd love to fly. 

Two is a number ONLY. (i.e., Bring me two eggs). 

Too is an adverb meaning "also" (e.g., I like cheese, too.), and an intensifier (e.g., It is too cold). 
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Test 

When you use To/ Two/Too in a sentence, just replace it with "the number 2" If it makes sense, choose 

"two." If it doesn't, replace it with "also." If that makes sense, choose "too." If neither of those makes 

sense, exaggerate your pronunciation of the word like tooooooo cold or toooooooo late. If that makes 

sense, pick "too." If none of these works, choose "to." 

  
IX. Who or Whom? The decision comes down to what case you are using. Who is nominative form; 

whom is the objective form. 

  

A. In questions use this simple test: replace who or whom with a name (like Fred). If it works, use who. If 

it doesn’t, use whom. 

  

1. Who/Whom do you prefer? (Whom – Fred do you prefer? Doesn’t make sense) 

2. Who/Whom is going to win on Sunday? (Who – Fred is going to win…) 

3. Who/Whom must open the store today? (Who – Fred must open…) 

4. Who/Whom is the present for? (Whom – Fred is the present for???) 

5. Who/Whom does the bag belong to? (Whom – Fred does the bag???) 

  

B. In subordinate clauses, use this test: if the word following who or whom is a verb, use who; if the word 

following who or whom is anything else, use whom. 

  

1. Give me the man who/whom is not afraid to work. (who because the next word is a verb – is). 

2. She is a lady who/whom I wouldn’t want to confront. (whom because the next word is not a verb). 

3. She said she will sing to whoever/whomever will listen. (whoever because the next word is a verb –

 will). 

  
Notice: In the last example whoever is chosen even though the noun clause whoever will listen acts as the 

object of the preposition to. The pronoun is governed by its function within the clause; 

therefore, whoever, being the subject of the clause, is in the nominative case. 

  

4. She will sing to whoever/whomever she chooses. (whomever because the next word is not a verb –

 she). 

  

Notice: For those who wish to know why this works, read on. For the rest who are happy that it does 

work, skip this. If the word following who/whom is a verb, more than likely the pronoun will function as 

the subject of the clause and will take the nominative form who. If the word following the who/whom is 

anything else, the pronoun will most likely be a direct object, indirect object, or an object of a preposition 

within the clause. Since all of these functions take the objective case, whom will be the correct choice. 

The only time this trick doesn’t work is in the following places: 

            1. Whoever he is, he will surely win. (Whoever functions as the predicate nominative in the clause 

―he is whoever‖ and, therefore, takes the nominative form). 

            2. Whom do you believe to be the best candidate? (whom is the subject of the infinitive ―to be‖ 

and is, therefore, in the objective case -- remember, the subject of the infinitive is in the objective case 

[for example, She taught him to dance.] 

  

Since those are rare, don’t worry about them. In the first sentence, few would say ―Whomever he is…‖ 

and in the second sentence, most would say ―Who is the best candidate?‖ 

  

https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html 

https://www.angelfire.com/me2/altman/thewritingtree/CommonErrorsNEW.html
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